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The City of London Academy Highbury Grove supports students with SEND with the objective of 
identifying and assisting them in making the most beneficial academic progress while taking their 
well-being into consideration. The academy is committed to meeting the needs of students with 
SEND in a mainstream environment and to being as inclusive as possible.  

1. Admissions  
• No child will be refused admission to the Academy on the basis of his or her special 

educational need, ethnicity or language need. In line with the Equalities Act 2010, we will 
not discriminate against disabled children and we will take all reasonable steps to provide 
effective educational provision (see Admission policy for the school, as agreed with the Local 
Authority)  

• Students with SEND are allocated places in two separate and distinct ways:  
o Those pupils with statements or EHCPs have a separate admissions procedure overseen 

by Islington’s Educations SEN team. Applications for children with special needs or with a 
disability will be treated fairly.  

o Those pupils who have SEND but do not have  an EHC plan are admitted via the normal 
school admissions criteria. Detailed information and guidance of how to apply for a 
place at The City of London Academy Highbury Grove, both if your child has an EHC plan 
or statement of special educational needs, or if she/he has  special needs but does not 
have a statement or EHCP, can be found on the following link: 

o https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/schools/apply-for-a-school-
place/apply- for-a-primary-school-place    

• The school consults with parents regarding any special needs upon admission, enabling 
them to implement strategies and offer assistance to meet the child's special educational 
needs or disabilities. 

• The school consults with parents regarding any special needs upon admission, enabling 
them to implement strategies and offer assistance to meet the child's special educational 
needs or disabilities. 

 

2. What kinds of special educational needs does The City of London Academy Highbury Grove 
provide for? 

At The City of London Academy Highbury Grove we have an inclusive ethos. We aim to ensure that 
strategies and support are in place to enable all students to access our broad curriculum and extra- 
curricular opportunities to the fullest extent possible. We believe that educational inclusion is about 
equal opportunities for all learners whatever their age, gender, ethnicity, impairment, attainment 
and background and make reasonable adjustment where needed to ensure all students achieve the 
best possible outcomes.  

Teaching staff at The City of London Academy Highbury Grove have experience of providing for a 
range of SEND including:  

• Cognition and learning needs such as dyslexia  
• Communication  and  interaction  needs  
• Social, Emotional wellbeing, and Mental health (SEMH) needs.  
• Sensory and/ or physical needs including visual and or hearing impairment and a variety of 

medical conditions 

Parents/ carers are encouraged to contact the SENDCo to discuss individual student needs.  



3. How does The City of London Academy Highbury Grove know if children/ young people 
need extra help and what should I do if I think my son/daughter may have special 
educational needs?  

Some students may already have an Education, Health and Care Plan (EHCP) or have been identified 
as needing SEN support (K) by their previous educational setting, usually at primary school in which 
case the information will be sent to us on transfer. Where this is not the case the Academy has 
effective screening procedures in place to identify and support students with SEND, including:  

• Close liaison with parents and Primary School SENDcos , on transition to The City of London 
Academy Highbury Grove  

• Effective use of primary school progress data  
• Baseline testing and other Year 7 tests on entry to the school;  
• Regular data drops to check student progress;  
• Feedback from subject teachers, Directors of learning , Heads of Year,  Parents about 

student progress;  

The progress of all students is monitored by teaching staff using a variety of data. If their progress is 
causing concern then the Director of Learning or tutor will contact parents/ carers to discuss next 
steps.  

When a student has significant gaps in terms of their actual progress or access to learning, and when 
these difficulties can be ascribed to an identifiable learning need, the student will be placed on the 
SEND register so that they are able to make greater progress with SEND support.  

All students on the SEND register will have a Pupil Profile. This will be regularly reviewed. The 
student will be removed from the SEND register when/if they no longer need the additional support.  

Any teacher, parent/ carer or student concerns regarding SEND can be directed to Dolores Assan 
(SENDCo). The SENDCO and her team will make a holistic assessment of the student’s difficulties 
using relevant information and organize interventions/ support both within the Academy (e.g., 
Quality First Teaching (QFT) SEND First , the classroom; form tutor support; Head of Year; 
Safeguarding Officer) and/ or signpost to other multi-agency support (e.g. Educational Psychologists 
and/ or Speech and Language Therapists, CAMHS). Supportive strategies and additional 
interventions can then be put in place and recorded on students’ profiles according to individual 
need in order to Support Quality First Teaching. 

These documents will be regularly reviewed.  

1. How will both you and I know how my son/daughter is doing?  

The City of London Academy Highbury Grove communicates regularly with parents/ carers about the 
progress of each student. This is done via termly meetings (face-to-face, via email or telephone call) 
to review progress and consider how best to support the student. Interventions that parents/ 
careers can help with at home can be discussed at these meetings and at consultation evening. In 
addition, parents/ carers with a student on SEND support should contact the SENDCo for 
information.  

The Academy also provides information for parents/carers through:  

• Highbury Grove Academy newsletter -  
o http://www.highburygrove.cola.org.uk/newsletters/44.html  

• Highbury Grove Academy website –  



o http://www.highburygrove.cola.org.uk/  
• Highbury Grove Academy Instagram –   

o https://www.instagram.com/colahighburygrove/  
• Open Evenings  
• Letters home  
• SEND Parent Mornings Individual  
• Consultation meetings  

 
2. How will the curriculum be matched to my child’s needs?  

Students will, first and foremost, be supported in class by Quality First Teaching. All lessons are 
adapted for a range of need, including SEND. As well as using their own professional knowledge, 
teachers are supported by the SENCO, the Faculty of Learning team and on occasion, outside 
specialist support services to find suitable strategies for students with SEND. Needs and additional 
interventions are communicated to staff by means of Student Learning Profiles, bespoke training 
sessions, and staff briefings.  

The Academy works in line with the plan prepared under paragraph 3 of Schedule 10 to the Equality 
Act 2010 (accessibility plan) for:  

• Increasing the extent to which pupils with disability can participate in the school’s 
curriculum  

• Improving the delivery to pupils with disability of information which is readily  accessible to 
pupils with no disability 
 

3. How will the Academy staff support my child? 

All teachers will be informed about your child’s individual needs via their Student Learning Profile 
and will endeavour to adapt their lessons to meet these. Teachers have experience or are trained in 
doing this. Where there are concerns regarding access, the teacher will raise this with the Director of 
learning and the SENDCo. 

Most of our students follow a traditional curriculum, however a small number of learners have a 
more personalized curriculum to match their individual needs and abilities.  

High quality teaching is vital for all students and is our first form of support for students with special 
educational needs. Continuing Professional Development is provided to ensure that teachers are 
kept abreast of key strategies for support. This is linked clearly to lesson observations and 
Performance Management. In addition, students with special educational needs are supported by:  

1. In class support for identified students.  
2. In class support for identified students.  
3. Alternative methods of recording and access to use of laptops  
4. Break and Lunch Clubs for vulnerable students  
5. After school homework support club  
6. Small group mentoring via Teaching assistants   
7. One to one Counselling  
8. Youth Support Workers.  
9. Family Support Workers.  
10. One to one/group Speech and Language Intervention    
11. Educational Psychologist consultation.  



12. Literacy/Numeracy/Social Skills small group intervention.  
13. Examination Access Arrangements, including the use of extra time, readers and scribes  

The above list is not exhaustive and may not be offered to all students with special educational 
needs. 

4. How is the decision made about what type and how much support my son/daughter will 
receive?  

The SEND register comprises two categories. The highest category of need is those students who 
have an EHCP. These students require additional resources for which funding is made available. 
Decisions about the support required by the individual student will be made at review meetings to 
which the SENDCo, parents/ careers, student, external agencies, professionals (including Health and 
Social Care) and other named individuals will be invited.  

Some students will have additional needs that require extra support but this support will be at a 
level below that of an EHCP (E). These students will be identified as receiving ‘SEND Support’ and 
they form the second category of students whom we place on the SEND register. Students in this 
category may have a Student Learning Profile, which summarizes their needs to teachers as well as 
identifying strategies that can usefully be adopted in the classroom.  

Students’ needs on the SEND register, whether at the level of EHCP or SEND Support, will be 
categorized according to the four categories areas of need as specified in the SEND Code of Practice 
2014:  

• Cognition and learning;  
• Communication and Interaction;  
• Social, Emotional and Mental Health (SEMH);   
• Sensory and/ or physical.  

See SEND Code of Practice (2014) 

5. How will my son/daughter be included in activities outside the classroom including physical 
activities and Academy trips?  

The Academy endeavours to be as inclusive as possible. All off-site activities are risk assessed to 
protect the health and safety of participants.  

There are times when an additional risk assessment may be required for an individual student with 
SEND in order for them to participate in physical activities or an Academy day trip/ residential visit. 
In such circumstances the Academy, parent/ carer and the student would be involved in this process 
and the Academy would liaise with the appropriate specialist support services. A range of planned 
enrichment activities cater for our students’ diverse needs during Enrichment programs. (Link to 
programs).  

 

6. What support will there be for my son/daughter’s overall wellbeing?  

The City of London Academy Highbury Grove places a high value on students' well-being. To assist 
and mentor students across the Academy, a strong pastoral team is in place.   



Every student has an access to the Director of learning, Deputy Director of Learning and a Head of 
Year. In addition, the pastoral team is supported by the SENCO. The Academy also has access to 
Counselling services and CAMHs.  

7. What specialist services and expertise are available at or accessed by the Academy?  

Both the SENCO and the Pastoral Team work with a range of services to ensure the needs of all 
students, including those with SEMH, are met. These include:  

• NHS Speech and Language therapists  
• Educational Psychologists  
• Visual Impaired and Hearing Impaired Team – Richard Cloudsley – Outreach Service. 
• Specialists  
• CAMHS 
• Bright Futures   
• Young Islington Services  
• School Nurse   
• The Bridge Outreach Service  
• Outreach Service - Samuel Rhodes    
• Outreach Service – New River College  

 
8. What training have the staff supporting children/young people with SEND had?  

SEND expertise amongst staff include:  

• SENCO National Award for SEND Coordination; 
• Additional Twilight training to improve QFT  
• Strong focus on SEND as a part of our ECT program   
• Annual 2 hour inset dedicated to SEND First   
• Understanding of identifying access arrangement needs 
• Targeted CPD such as how to form explicit instructions for all students, using dual   /coding 

to enable all students to access learning, supporting students with ASC  
• Termly updates for SEND provision   
• SEND refresher sessions for all staff  

 
9. How accessible is the Academy environment?  

The Academy works in line with the plan prepared under paragraph 3 of Schedule 10 to the Equality 
Act 2010 (accessibility plan) for:  

• Improving the physical environment of the school for the purpose of increasing the 
extent to which wheelchairs users are able to take advantage of education and benefits, 
facilities or services provided or offered by the school  

Lifts are provided to ensure upper floor classrooms can be accessed by all students, including those 
with a physical disability or mobility difficulties. There are disabled toilet facilities. EVAC Chairs are 
provided for emergency situations where pupils need to get downstairs without use of their 
wheelchair/crutches. Other reasonable adjustments such as the provision of specialist equipment or 
preferred seating within the classroom are organized on an individual basis according to need.  

 



10. How are parents/carers and young people themselves involved in the Academy?  

The Academy maintains close communication with all parents and caregivers. Consultation 
appointments with their son or daughter's personal adviser are open to parents and caregivers of 
students with SEND.  

Along with maintaining regular contact with support team, they are also invited to meetings with 
multi- agency support services when necessary. For each child at the SEND register, Ms Assan 
remains the keyworker and the child is also assigned a mentor. 

 

11. How do you involve other agencies in meeting the needs of children/young people with SEND 
and in supporting families?  
 

• Weekly inclusion meeting to raise concerns, check on actions and evaluate impact  
• We work closely with a range of agencies and will involve the appropriate services as 

and when it is required. External Agencies may be invited to observe, meet and assess/ 
report/ give advice on the individual student so that appropriate strategies and 
interventions may be put in place to support students and their families. 

• Representatives from specialists. 
• Support services will also be invited to attend review meetings for students with SEND 

and to deliver training sessions to teaching staff. 
  

12. How will the Academy prepare and support my son/daughter to join the Academy, transfer to 
a new School/Academy or the next stage of education and life?  

The Academy has established efficient protocols to guarantee a seamless progression from Primary 
to Secondary education. Open Days are another opportunity for students to become acquainted 
with the resources and assistance that are offered.   

To facilitate transition:  

• The SENCO might be able to set up a private tour of the Academy for a student with SEND 
and their parents or caregivers in certain circumstances.   

• A bespoke transition package for students with SEND   
• There will be several induction events for parents and SEND students during the summer 

term.  

When a student leaves The City of London Academy Highbury Grove and continues in education, 
employment or training, all relevant information will be passed on to the new provider including 
details about any provision for SEND and information about examination Access Arrangements.  

 

13. How else can you be involved?  

We need you to support us by encouraging your child to fully engage with their learning and any 
interventions offered by:  

• Helping them to be organized for their day (including bringing the right equipment and 
books)  

• Full attendance and good punctuality  



• Completion of homework  
• Checking and signing diaries  
• Attending parents’ meetings  
• Attending any meetings specifically arranged for your child  

 
14. How can your child contribute?  

Students are encouraged to: 

• Take part in student voice activities  
• Attend review meetings  
• Contribute to target setting and reviewing  

 
15. Who can I contact for further information? 

The first point of contact for any queries regarding a student at the Academy would be the student’s  
Tutor for pastoral need or the Director of learning.  
 
If you have a query regarding your child please contact the SEND Administrator, Mr Mohamed Toure 
Email: mtoure@highburygrove.cola.org.uk  or Telephone: 02072888900 EXT 249 
 
If you wish to take your query further please contact the SENDCO Mrs. Dolores Assan. 
Email:  dassan@highburygrove.cola.org.uk  or Telephone: 02072888900 EXT 263 
 
16. What other support is available? 

Find out more about Islington’s Local Offer, which is available for young people with SEND.  
Alternatively, contact Islington’s SEND Information, Advice and Guidance Service (SENDIAGS) 
 
Websites: https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer  
Telephone: 020 7527 2000 

mailto:mtoure@highburygrove.cola.org.uk
mailto:Dassan@highburygrove.cola.org.uk
https://www.islington.gov.uk/children-and-families/send-local-offer

