Sociology at City of London Academy, Highbury Grove

We are delighted that you have decided to study A-level Sociology with us. We believe the course is
challenging, important and many even say life changing.

We use the AQA exam board; and study topics on Education, Research Methods, Theory, Families and
Households in the first year. In the second year, we study Crime and Deviance, Beliefs in Society and Theory.
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The book we use in Sociology is this one: AGA A LEVEL

Something to watch SOCIOLOGY

Something to read

1) Three identical Strangers

e Akala: Race and Class in the Ruins
of Empire https://www.channel4.com/programmes/three-

identical-strangers/on-demand/56402-001

Any documentaries, including Panorama, Louis
Theroux, Stacey Dooley, Mind of a Murderer etc.

1. Drugs, Cops and Lockdown
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000 |
wO0sg/panorama-drugs-cops-and-
lockdown?page=1

2. Grenfell https://vimeo.com/276775321

3. Educating the East End
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/edug
ating-the-east-end

4. Women who kill
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/wo
men-who-kill

5. Feral families
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/feral

e Brave New World — Aldous Huxley
e https://thesociologyguy.com/a-level-

sociology/

e Animal Farm — George Orwell
e 1984 — George Orwell

3 Chavs: The -
Demonisation of the Working Class 6. Growing up poor
— Owen Jones https://www.channel4.com/programmes/gro
e https://theconversation.com/uk wing-up-poor-breadline-kids-dispatches : ‘
e The Establishment and How They 7. Black Mirror series (Netflix) | ‘”:;;NFELL
Get Away With It — Owen Jones 8. Years and Years (BBC i-player) '
e The Handmaid’s Tale — Margaret 9. Goodfellas ! ;8';5:::,:?5
Atwood (also a series) 10. Louis Theroux: The Most Hated Family in ‘ /
e Vox — Christina Dalcher Americahttps://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episod ‘\ A AERARRRRE i
: } e/b007clvf/louis-theroux-the-most-hated-
e The G_od Delusion — Richard e ———
Dawkins 11. The Godfather (part 2 is the best)
e Qutsiders: Studies in Sociology of 12. My Scientology Movie E
Deviance — Howard S Becker 13. The ‘Up’ series (eg. 56 Up, 63 Up) on Netflixor ¢
e Folk Devils and Moral Panics — Youtube E
Stanley Cohen 14. The Crown- Netflix i
e AGlasgow Gang Observed — Patrick 15. The Secret Life of 5 year olds
res 16. McMafia (previously BBC i-player)
e Gang Leader For A Day — Sudhir £00 FElly Wr|t.er’s Diary
Venkatesh 18. Dangerous Minds
) . . 19. Chernobyl (drama) i
* Sociology Review Magazine 20. When They See Us (Netflix) g Catics thetasit o 4:
(In addition to the above, ensure you read a 21. The Society (Netflix) yoa' B.A
wide range of newspapers including The 22. Blood Diamond
Guardian and Independent) 23. A Bug’s Life or Antz (for Marxism)

24. Ted Talks/Sociology



https://thesociologyguy.com/a-level-sociology/
https://thesociologyguy.com/a-level-sociology/
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https://www.channel4.com/programmes/three-identical-strangers/on-demand/56402-001
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https://vimeo.com/276775321
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/educating-the-east-end
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/educating-the-east-end
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/women-who-kill
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/women-who-kill
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/feral-families
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/feral-families
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/growing-up-poor-breadline-kids-dispatches
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/growing-up-poor-breadline-kids-dispatches
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b007clvf/louis-theroux-the-most-hated-family-in-america
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b007clvf/louis-theroux-the-most-hated-family-in-america
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/b007clvf/louis-theroux-the-most-hated-family-in-america

Something to listen to: Podcasts

Undercover work in the underground drug scene
https://play.acast.com/s/distractionpieces/neilwoods-
distractionpiecespodcastwithscroobiuspip-114

Defund the police
https://play.acast.com/s/distractionpieces/defundthepolice-
distractionpiecespodcastwithscroobiuspip-329

Akala on the history of racism throughout
Shakespearean text
https://play.acast.com/s/distractionpieces/akala-
distractionpiecespodcastwithscroobiuspip-65

Talking Feminist Sociology with Zuleyka Zevallos
https://www.ladyscience.com/podcast/bonustalking-
feminist-sociology-with-zuleyka-zevallos-

Jessica Fithen of You Look Like a Man
https://podcasts.apple.com/ie/podcast/ep-242-jessica-
fithen-of-you-look-like-a-
man/id1105760780?i=1000499878664

The Sociology Show: Matthew Wilkin

click the link below for links access to a range of
Sociology podcasts
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/the-sociology-
show/id1507196347

See below some of our favourites

Interview with Professor Ann Oakley
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/interview-
professor-ann-oakley-social-science-
bites/id1507196347?i=1000523593787

Interview with Professor Sudhir Venkatesh
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/interview-with-
professor-sudhir-
venkatesh/id1507196347?i1=1000499857636

Interview with Professor Diane Reay
https://podcasts.apple.com/gb/podcast/interview-with-
professor-diane-reay/id1507196347?i=1000481736675

Others

http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts

Somewhere to visit

1. The OId Bailey The Central Criminal Court
in the UK, central London which deals with
major criminal cases from Greater London
and, in exceptional cases, from other parts
of Britain. (London, EC4AM 7EH)

2. Marx Memorial Library & Workers’ School
Founded in 1933 with the aim of advancing
education, knowledge and learning in all aspects
of the science of Marxism, the history of Socialism
and the working class movement

https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-sociology-show
www.anchor.fm/allsociology
www.measureradio.libsyn.com/podcast
www.socialsciencespace.com/author/socialsciencebites
www.thesocialbreakdown.com
www.soundcloud.com/thesociologicalreview

www.bbe.co.uk/programmes/boo6qyos
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Tasks to consider:

The Sociology department has high expectations of all our students and many of our students opt to study
the subject at University; we anticipate that all of our students will be autonomous and responsible of their
own learning in A Level Sociology.

Introduction
This work pack is designed to provide 15 hours of work (5 hours a week over 3 weeks) to prepare you for
studying A-level Sociology. You may have studied Sociology for GCSE, or you may never have heard of it
before.

Sociology refers to the study of society — the way people interact together in society, and how society
shapes us and our decisions. Studying sociology will help you to understand different perspectives, to
write analytic essays and crucially, to understand the same issue can be seen from multiple perspectives.
One of the main issues we study in sociology is equality — how and why society is unequal, and why
different people have different chances of succeeding in life. This will be the focus of this work pack.
Sociologists believe society can be broken down into different parts: social institutions. These include:
education, the family, the mass media (TV and newspapers), the criminal justice system, health and
religion. These different parts work together and play an important role in shaping our lives. They also
believe that every society has a culture, which means a way of life, and a set of norms (expected
behaviours) and values (what we hold to be important).

How do we become part of society? Sociologists argue that children go through a process called
socialisation, which means learning society’s norms and values. At home, children go through primary
socialisation, where they learn how to speak, share and other basic behaviours and norms. Secondary
socialisation comes later, at school and beyond, where individuals learn from their peers and others.

Our behaviour is influenced by those around us — we are encouraged to conform to society’s expectations
and norms (obey the rules and do what is expected) and discouraged from deviating from this. These
expectations are enforced by sanctions from others — positive sanctions when we do the right thing, eg a
smile, a laugh, or a reward, and negative sanctions when we do the wrong thing, a disapproving frown, a
shake of the head, or a detention. The way society encourages us to confirm and discourages us from
deviating is known as social control.

Quick check: find and write out the definitions of the following word in the text above, or online.
Sociology

Sociologist

Social institutions

Norms




Values

Sanctions

Primary socialisation

Secondary socialisation

Social control

In Sociology, there are three main different sociological perspectives, or ways of looking at society:
1. Functionalists: these sociologists believe society runs smoothly, and is made up of different parts
which all work together to keep society stable. They believe people agree on what is important
(there is a value consensus) and people generally conform to the norms of society. They tend to
focus on the positive functions of different parts of society. Watch this video to find out more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-83vVeSC2 g

2. Marxists: based on the ideas of Karl Marx, they focus on inequalities based on social class (how
much or little money someone has). They believe this is the main inequality in society. They argue
there are two main classes: the working class (proletariat) and ruling class (bourgeoisie) and
believe the ruling class own and exploit the workers, treating them badly and giving them low pay
so they can make more money for themselves. Watch this video and find out more:
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy ilcc

3. Feminists: see gender inequality, inequality between men and women, as the main inequality in
society. They argue women are treated badly and exploited by men, and that society is patriarchal
(male-dominated). Watch this video to find out more: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6DI-

9pSW-4

Complete the table to summarise the different perspectives:
Summary Image



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-83vVeSC2_g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=fSQgCy_iIcc
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6Dl-9pSW-4
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=D6Dl-9pSW-4

Functionalism

Marxism

Feminism

Key question: is Britain fair?
Two babies are born on the same place. Do they have an equal chance of...
.. being healthy?
... going to university?
... getting a well-paid job?
... avoiding prison?
... succeeding in school?
- One third (30%) of children in Britain live in poverty
- People born into the most deprived (poor) areas of the UK are likely to live, on average, 10 years
less than those in affluent (well off) areas
- Only 30% of those receiving Free School Meals (FSM) (low family income) achieve a pass in English
and Maths at GCSE compared to 60% of those who do not receive FSM
- Only 7% of the population go to fee-paying schools, but they make up 42% of students at Oxford
and Cambridge and dominate top jobs in law, journalism, politics and health
- Last year, there was a 13% increase in food bank use

These statistics paint a bleak picture of whether or not Britain is a fair society. Before we engage in the
debate of whether or not Britain is fair, we must define what we mean by this.

In Sociology, a ‘fair’ society is a society where everyone has equality of opportunity — everyone has an
equal chance of achieving success and their background does not determine this. Sociologists call this a
‘meritocracy’ — a society where status is based on merit (hard work and talent) rather than the position
you are born into. In a meritocracy, effort should be the only factor determining the position someone
gains in life.

Functionalists believe contemporary (modern) Britain is a meritocracy and that success is determined
only by hard work.

Quick check: look at the following cartoons and reflect on the statistics above. In your opinion, does
everyone have an equal chance to succeed? Why or why not? Write your response in the box provided.
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functionalists, arguing society is not a meritocracy. They believe those born into the working class (poorer
members of society) have less chance of succeeding in life. They believe the upper class (the rich) have a
much higher chance of succeeding and dominate the top positions in society.
Feminists also disagree, arguing women have less chance of succeeding than men. They argue society is
patriarchal, meaning that men have an inbuilt advantage compared to women, and that women are
disadvantaged and oppressed.
Other sociologists believe people from ethnic minority backgrounds are disadvantaged, due to individual
and institutional (embedded) racism.
Is the education system fair?

- Education policy institute found disadvantages children were 18 months behind their peers by the

time they took their GCSEs

- More affluent (advantaged) students have heard 30 million more words than disadvantaged
students by the time they are 5

Table 13: Attainment 8 and Progress 8 for FSM eligible and all other pupils
England, state-funded schools, 2017

Number of Average Average Progress 8 Progress 8

pupils at : lower upper

end of key Altaénme:nt Pr;gres;s confidence confidence

stage 4 seore score interval interval

FSM 69,261 35.0 -0.48 -0.49 -0.47

All other pupils 458,598 48.0 0.04 0.03 0.04

Source: Key stage 4 attainment data

Figure 17: Attainment in threshold measures for FSM eligible and all other pupils
(including grades 5 or above in English and maths)
England, state-funded schools, 2017

70.0
60.0 mFSM = All other pupils
50.0

40.0 458

30.0

20.0 2.7 233
10.0
0 X
9-5 grades in English Entering the EBacc  Achieving the EBacc (9-

and maths 5 in English and maths)

Source: Key stage 4 revised attainment data
Pupils can claim Free School Meals if their household income is less than £16,000, so it is used as a

measure of social class or poverty.
1. What percentage more students not on FSM achieve a grade 5 in English and Maths compared to
students on FSM?
2. What does this show about which students do better in education?
3. Can you think of any reasons for this?

At school, children from different backgrounds receive very different outcomes in education. Here are
some of the main reasons:

1. Material deprivation — students may lack the physical resources they need to study, like books and
internet access. How might this impact their exam results?

2. Labelling — students may be labelled as lower achieving by teachers. This is when teachers attach a
label to students and treat them differently. They may see working class students as less
motivated, less able and less hard working. How might this impact their results?

3. Parental attitudes — parents from working class backgrounds may be less involved and less
engaged in their children’s education, possibly because they had a bad experience of school
themselves.



Many wealthy parents can afford to send their children to independent schools too.
Some sociologists also argue ethnic minorities have a worse experience of education, because they
experience racism and institutional racism. Some also argue these inequalities are due to differences in

the family structures of different ethnicities.

Research task: read the articles and watch the documentaries and listen to the podcast to get a better
understanding of the inequalities in education. Use the information to write 500 words explaining why
education in contemporary Britain may not be fair, including which groups may be more
disadvantaged.

Source Key points

Podcast: Professor Cecil
Wright discussing the ethnic
inequalities in education,
including her experiences at
school

Article: Diane Reay explaining
the unequal treatment of
working class children in
education



https://www.spreaker.com/user/thesociologyshow/prof-cecile-wright
https://www.spreaker.com/user/thesociologyshow/prof-cecile-wright
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/nov/21/english-class-system-shaped-in-schools
https://www.theguardian.com/education/2017/nov/21/english-class-system-shaped-in-schools

Report (just read the executive
summary): The impact of
attitudes and expectations on
educational attainment



https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/files/jrf/migrated/files/education-young-people-parents-full.pdf
https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/files/jrf/migrated/files/education-young-people-parents-full.pdf
https://www.jrf.org.uk/sites/default/files/jrf/migrated/files/education-young-people-parents-full.pdf

Documentary: Too Poor for
Posh School?

Clip: Should we abolish private
schools?

Documentary: Professor
Green, Living in Poverty



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWYaoWPdUOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MWYaoWPdUOI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN36jVSp1x0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pN36jVSp1x0&t=7s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=PopPlAXcWDE

Is family life fair?

If we were to rewind to the 1950s, we would see that family life used to be very unequal. Women were
expected not to have a paid job, but to complete all the housework and childcare, whilst men would go
out and work. Look at this page from a home economics textbook in the 1950s:
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1. What does this show about the role of women in the family?

2. What would feminists think about this?
3. How has this changed?

Write your response here:




Today, men and women are more equal. Women are likely to have a paid job as well as men, and men
and women are both likely to contribute to family life and tasks. However, there are still inequalities
between men and women in the family. Men are usually paid more than women, and so have more
power, and women often still complete up to 60% more housework and childcare than men.

Many women must perform the ‘double shift” — which means doing two shifts of work, one in their paid
role, and one at home. Some sociologists also argue that women perform more emotional labour —
remembering birthdays, comforting people when they are upset, scheduling appointments and so on.
In your opinion, should women do more housework and childcare than men? Why/ Why not?

Research task: read/ watch/ listen to the sources below and record the key points. Then write 500

words explaining whether or not family life in the UK is fair in your opinion. Try to use evidence and
examples where possible.

Source Key points




Article: Why is there still a
housework inequality gap?

Article: What is emotional
labour?

Clip: Sociologist Arlie Hoschild
discussing the second shift



https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2018/feb/17/dirty-secret-why-housework-gender-gap
https://www.theguardian.com/inequality/2018/feb/17/dirty-secret-why-housework-gender-gap
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/5ea9f140-f722-4214-bb57-8b84f9418a7e
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bbcthree/article/5ea9f140-f722-4214-bb57-8b84f9418a7e
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=mvzE6zYkEQY

Documentary: What stands in
the way of women becoming

equal to men?

Article: The ‘tradwife’
movement, encouraging young
women to revert to 1950s

expectations



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayj9EVc2ZLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayj9EVc2ZLI
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ayj9EVc2ZLI
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2020/jan/27/tradwives-new-trend-submissive-women-dark-heart-history
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2020/jan/27/tradwives-new-trend-submissive-women-dark-heart-history
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2020/jan/27/tradwives-new-trend-submissive-women-dark-heart-history
https://www.theguardian.com/fashion/2020/jan/27/tradwives-new-trend-submissive-women-dark-heart-history

Write your response here:

Is the criminal
justice system
fair?

The criminal
justice system
refers to all
parts of the
system that
creates and
enforces the
laws. This
includes the
government,
who create and
pass laws, police
officers, who
enforce the
laws, judges,
who decide
sentences for
those convicted
of crimes and
prison and
probation
officers.

Here are some
statistics on the
criminal justice

system:
- Black people are 9 times more likely to be stopped and searched by the police
- The police are 3 x more likely to use force against black people
- Young, black males are overrepresented in prison

There are many explanations for these statistics, summarised below:

1. Institutional racism: this means racism embedded in the criminal justice system. The murder of
Stephen Lawrence in 1993 by five white youths led to the Macpherson Report of 1998 and
revealed the huge extent of institutional racism in the police force — the report recommended
increasing the diversity of the police force and establishing an independent police complaints
service, but there are still concerns of institutional racism in the police today.

2. Family structure: Tony Sewell argues lone parent families are likely to lead to black boys being
involved in crime

3. Poverty: people from some ethnic minority backgrounds are more likely to live in poverty and
therefore more likely to commit crime.

The treatment of different groups, particularly different ethnicities, in the criminal justice system
demonstrates one of the main inequalities which remains an issue in the UK, affecting people’s life
chances significantly.



This results both in it appearing that more ethnic minority groups, especially black people, commit more
crime (when they may just be targeted more by the police) and ethnic minority individuals not being
taken seriously as victims of crime.

In addition, feminists argue women are often not taken seriously as victims of crime like domestic
violence and sexual assault. They argue the patriarchal criminal justice system are keen to blame women
for making themselves into victims of these crimes by dressing/ acting a certain way.

Even though there are a specific set of laws that everyone must follow, sociologists argue that these rules
and the enforcement of the law are applied differently, unequally, to different groups of people, resulting

in these inequalities.

Research task: read/ watch/ listen to the sources below, and write 500 words describing whether or
not the criminal justice system is fair and why/ why not.

Source

Key points

Documentary: Stephen
Lawrence, Time for Justice

Article: Institutional Racism 20

years after Stephen
Lawrence’s murder

BBC Teach Clip: Institutional
Racism



https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsHwKPE0mjU
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ZsHwKPE0mjU
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/feb/22/institutional-racism-britain-stephen-lawrence-inquiry-20-years
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/feb/22/institutional-racism-britain-stephen-lawrence-inquiry-20-years
https://www.theguardian.com/uk-news/2019/feb/22/institutional-racism-britain-stephen-lawrence-inquiry-20-years
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XL5f45TJgM
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4XL5f45TJgM

Article: David Lammy
describing why stop and
search is unfair

Clip: Tony Sewell explaining his
perspective that lone parent
families lead to black boys
being involved in gangs

Clip: David Lammy discussing
racial bias in the Criminal

Justice System



https://www.theguardian.com/law/2018/oct/13/stop-and-search-is-unjust-unfair-ineffectual-david-lammy
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2018/oct/13/stop-and-search-is-unjust-unfair-ineffectual-david-lammy
https://www.theguardian.com/law/2018/oct/13/stop-and-search-is-unjust-unfair-ineffectual-david-lammy
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU1tMhvf3OQ&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU1tMhvf3OQ&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU1tMhvf3OQ&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tU1tMhvf3OQ&t=11s
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvMouTYuw7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvMouTYuw7g
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=RvMouTYuw7g

Conclusion: How can we make society fairer?
Analysing the negative aspects of society can paint a bleak picture of both society and Sociology, but an
important part of sociology is considering society’s problems in order to think about how we can improve
society.
Making society better and more equal starts with individuals — how we treat other people, interact with
others and what we expect and ask of others.
Use this space to record what you will do differently to try to improve society. | have written some
examples to help you.
Examples:

- Be kind to everyone, regardless of their background and my differences

- Make sure housework is divided equally between myself and my siblings

Write your response here:




There are also bigger changes we can encourage and lobby for, for example, by writing to your local
Member of Parliament. These could be: reforming the criminal justice system, abolishing private schools
or introducing a higher minimum wage. Us the space below to write some ideas of what bigger issues you
would like to change to make society fairer.

Further reading/ watching/ listening
Documentaries/ e Panorama, Louis Theroux, Stacey Dooley, Mind of a Murderer etc
TV e |, Daniel Blake (Amazon Prime)

e Years and Years (BBC i-player)

e The ‘Up’ series (eg. 56 Up, 63 Up - on Netflix or Youtube)
e The Secret Life of 5 year olds (Channel 4 series)

e McMafia (Netflix)

e Freedom Writer’s Diary (Amazon Prime)

e When They See Us (Netflix)

e The Society (Netflix)

e Love, Simon (Amazon Prime)

e Ted Talks/Sociology (online)

e Made in Dagenham (BBC i-player)

e Wonder (Netflix)

e The Wife (Netflix)

e Growing up Gifted (iPLayer)

Links to Poor Kids: Life on the Breadline (Child Poverty Documentary) | Real Stories
documentaries www.ted.com/talks?topics%5B%5D=sociology

BBC Panorama

www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/topics/Sociology of culture

Black Mirror
www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches
Books e Brave New World — Aldous Huxley

e Animal Farm — George Orwell

e 1984 — George Orwell

e Educated — Tara Westover

¢ Invisible Women — Caroline Criado Perez

e Chavs: The Demonisation of the Working Class — Owen Jones



file:///C:/Users/k.henney/AppData/Local/Packages/Microsoft.MicrosoftEdge_8wekyb3d8bbwe/TempState/Downloads/www
http://www.ted.com/talks?topics%5B%5D=sociology
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006t14n
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/topics/Sociology_of_culture
http://www.netflix.com/
http://www.channel4.com/programmes/dispatches

e The Establishment and How They Get Away With It — Owen Jones
e Natives - Akala

The Handmaid’s Tale — Margaret Atwood (also a series)

Vox — Christina Dalcher

The God Delusion — Richard Dawkins

Outsiders: Studies in Sociology of Deviance — Howard S Becker
Folk Devils and Moral Panics — Stanley Cohen

A Glasgow Gang Observed — Patrick James

e Gang Leader For A Day — Sudhir Venkatesh

Podcasts

http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-sociology-show
www.anchor.fm/allsociology
www.measureradio.libsyn.com/podcast
www.socialsciencespace.com/author/socialsciencebites
www.thesocialbreakdown.com
www.soundcloud.com/thesociologicalreview
www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05
www.anchor.fm/digital-sociology-podcast

Websites

www.theguardian.com/education/sociology
www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/sociology
www.tutor2u.net/sociology/blog
www.nortonbooks.typepad.com/everydaysociology/
www.soc.washington.edu/news

www.sociologysal.blogspot.com
www.gendersociety.wordpress.com
www.creativesociology.blogspot.com
www.sociologylens.net
www.blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/

https://revisesociology.com/

https://www.senecalearning.com/

https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology
https://www.aga.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192
https://thesociologyguy.com/a-level-sociology/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6VpoZj33Df rNb8KymCczw
https://napierpress.com/

Online courses

e |Intro to Sociology (New York University): https://www.courses.com/new-
york-university/intro-to-sociology

e Introductory sociology (Indian Institute of Technology, Kanpur):
https://www.courses.com/indian-institute-of-technology-
kanpur/introductory-sociology

e Foundations of modern social theory (Yale University):
https://www.courses.com/yale-university/foundations-of-modern-social-
theory

e Reading Marx’s Capital (City University, NY):
https://www.courses.com/city-university-of-new-york/reading-marxs-
capital



http://podcasts.ox.ac.uk/series/department-sociology-podcasts
https://www.spreaker.com/show/the-sociology-show
http://www.anchor.fm/allsociology
http://www.measureradio.libsyn.com/podcast
http://www.socialsciencespace.com/author/socialsciencebites
http://www.thesocialbreakdown.com/
http://www.soundcloud.com/thesociologicalreview
http://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b006qy05
http://www.anchor.fm/digital-sociology-podcast
http://www.theguardian.com/education/sociology
http://www.nytimes.com/topic/subject/sociology
http://www.tutor2u.net/sociology/blog
http://www.nortonbooks.typepad.com/everydaysociology/
http://www.soc.washington.edu/news
http://www.sociologysal.blogspot.com/
http://www.gendersociety.wordpress.com/
http://www.creativesociology.blogspot.com/
http://www.sociologylens.net/
http://www.blogs.lse.ac.uk/impactofsocialsciences/
https://revisesociology.com/
https://www.senecalearning.com/
https://www.tutor2u.net/sociology
https://www.aqa.org.uk/subjects/sociology/as-and-a-level/sociology-7191-7192
https://thesociologyguy.com/a-level-sociology/
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UC6VpoZj33Df_rNb8KymCczw
https://napierpress.com/
https://www.courses.com/new-york-university/intro-to-sociology
https://www.courses.com/new-york-university/intro-to-sociology
https://www.courses.com/indian-institute-of-technology-kanpur/introductory-sociology
https://www.courses.com/indian-institute-of-technology-kanpur/introductory-sociology
https://www.courses.com/yale-university/foundations-of-modern-social-theory
https://www.courses.com/yale-university/foundations-of-modern-social-theory
https://www.courses.com/city-university-of-new-york/reading-marxs-capital
https://www.courses.com/city-university-of-new-york/reading-marxs-capital

What do we mean by ‘family’ (intermediate):
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/what-
do-we-mean-family/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
‘Problem’ populations, ‘problem’ places (intermediate):
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-
law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-
0?active-tab=description-tab

Children’s rights (intermediate):
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-
people/sociology/childrens-rights/content-section-0?active-
tab=description-tab

Social problems — who makes them (intermediate):
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-
people/sociology/social-problems-who-makes-them/content-section-
0?active-tab=description-tab

Identity in question: https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-
law/politics-policy-people/sociology/identity-question/content-section-
0?active-tab=description-tab

Social construction and social constructionism (intermediate):
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-
people/sociology/social-construction-and-social-
constructionism/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
Understanding economic inequality:
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/understanding-
economic-inequality/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
Beyond the ballot — Women’s rights and suffrage from 1866 to today:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/womens-rights

Understanding gender inequality:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/understanding-gender-inequality
Religion and conflict: https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/religion-
and-conflict

Why religion matters —religious literacy, culture and diversity:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/why-religion-matters

Gender representation in the media:
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/gender-and-the-media



https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/what-do-we-mean-family/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/what-do-we-mean-family/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/sociology/problem-populations-problem-places/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/childrens-rights/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/childrens-rights/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/childrens-rights/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/social-problems-who-makes-them/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/social-problems-who-makes-them/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/social-problems-who-makes-them/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/identity-question/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/identity-question/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/identity-question/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/social-construction-and-social-constructionism/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/social-construction-and-social-constructionism/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/people-politics-law/politics-policy-people/sociology/social-construction-and-social-constructionism/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/understanding-economic-inequality/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.open.edu/openlearn/society-politics-law/understanding-economic-inequality/content-section-0?active-tab=description-tab
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/womens-rights
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/understanding-gender-inequality
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/religion-and-conflict
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/religion-and-conflict
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/why-religion-matters
https://www.futurelearn.com/courses/gender-and-the-media

What makes us? Nature or Nurture?

https://www.channel4.com/programmes/three-identical-strangers/on-demand/56402-
001

Three identical Strangers
In the early 1980s Bobby, Eddy and David, identical triplets, were on every US chat show
couch and even had a walk-on with Madonna in the film Desperately Seeking Susan. For 19
years the boys—who had been adopted to different families at six months old—did not
know of each other’s existence. That is until one of them is mistaken for another during his
first day at college. The first half of this riveting documentary tells the story of the
brother’s reunion. They bond and revel in it, and make money.They open a steakhouse in
New York’s SoHo district and move into a swanky bachelor pad. The revelry does not last
long, though, and questions are asked by the brothers and their parents. Why were they
not told about their siblings by the adoption agency? Why were they regularly visited by
camera crews and researchers during their childhoods? And why were they placed in
families with many similarities, but divided neatly into different social classes? The film
becomes an examination of the nature vs nurture debate. It is possibly the best
examination of the debate in popular culture since the 1983 comedy Trading Places. There
is a revival of the argument that our behaviour and class are governed by forces outside
our control—by genetics and not by our social environments. This film also poses
important questions about research ethics and funding. New Yorker journalist Lawrence
Wright did the groundwork for the documentary. He questions why research on the
triplets and others by renowned psychoanalyst Peter Neubauer was never published and
why the archive is closed until the 2060s. “There are a lot of powerful people who would
like to have this story silenced,” he argues. Three Identical Strangers is able to only break
some of the silence but does so very well.

Questions:
+* What ethical issues does this documentary pose?

+* How does this film add to the nature vs nurture debate?

We look forward to seeing you in September!
Ms Younis and Ms Hale


https://www.channel4.com/programmes/three-identical-strangers/on-demand/56402-001
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/three-identical-strangers/on-demand/56402-001

