
6th Form Transition Week Booklet – A-level English Literature 

 

Something to read 

 

The set texts we will be reading are: 

 The Murder of Roger Ackroyd by Agatha Christie 

 Atonement by Ian McEwan 

 The Rime of the Ancient Mariner by Samuel Taylor Coleridge 

 Othello by William Shakespeare 

 Tess of the d’Urbervilles by Thomas Hardy 

 Death of a Salesman by Arthur Miller 

 plus a range of short stories and poetry (by Ernest Hemingway, Anton Chekhov, Maya 

Angelou, Langston Hughes, Gwendolyn Brooks, among others).  

You might like to read some Sherlock Holmes stories, or The Murders on the Rue Morgue (the first 

detective story) or The Mystery of Marie Rogêt (the first murder mystery based on a real case) by 

Edgar Allan Poe, as an introduction to crime fiction. You could also look at recent novels, such as My 

Sister, the Serial Killer by Oyinkan Braithwaite or something by Attica Locke or Steve Cavanagh. 

It’s also worth checking out the Crime Readers’ Association website (https://thecra.co.uk/), which 

has a lot of useful free material. 

 

The British Library has a lot of interesting articles and resources (https://www.bl.uk/learning/online-

resources) and The Guardian has great online book reviews and other features 

(https://www.theguardian.com/books/books+tone/reviews). 

https://thecra.co.uk/
https://www.bl.uk/learning/online-resources
https://www.bl.uk/learning/online-resources
https://www.theguardian.com/books/books+tone/reviews


Something to watch 

 

Current Year 12s have really enjoyed Lupin on Netflix https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80994082, 

about a French master criminal. 

 

You might also look at some of the crime drama available free on 4OD, especially the shows on 

Walter Presents, such as The Lawyer (https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-lawyer). 

https://www.netflix.com/gb/title/80994082
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-lawyer


Something to listen to 

 

Have You Heard George’s Podcast by George the Poet on BBC Sounds 

(https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07915kd) 

There are some excellent free online lectures at Gresham College; you could have a look at the series 

on The Powers of Novel, particularly https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/convincing-

fiction and https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/crime-fiction 

 Somewhere to visit  

 

The British Library beside St Pancras Station is easy to get to and free; it has a fascinating exhibition 

called Treasures of the British Library (https://www.bl.uk/events/treasures-of-the-british-library), 

click here for a video about what you can see: https://www.bl.uk/british-library-treasures.  

Tasks to consider  

Start training yourself to be a critic. Keep a list of everything that you read or watch or listen to. 

Annotate the list with your reactions: what did you like or dislike, and why? Can you spot any links to 

other texts or broadcasts? What exactly kept you reading or watching or listening?! 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07915kd
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/convincing-fiction
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/convincing-fiction
https://www.gresham.ac.uk/lectures-and-events/crime-fiction
https://www.bl.uk/events/treasures-of-the-british-library
https://www.bl.uk/british-library-treasures

