
6th Form Transition Week Booklet – A-level English Language and Literature 

Something to read 

The set texts we will be reading are: 

x The Handmaid͛Ɛ Tale by Margaret Atwood 
x The Great Gatsby by F Scott Fitzgerald 
x A Streetcar Named Desire by Tennessee Williams 
x plus an anthology of non-fiction texts about Paris and some poems by Seamus Heaney. 

 

You might like to read Never Let Me Go by Kazuo Ishiguro, Brave New World by Aldous Huxley or 
Nineteen Eighty-Four: A Novel by George Orwell as an introduction to dystopian literature. 

Before reading The Great Gatsby, you might like to read The Grapes of Wrath by John Steinbeck, This 
Side of Paradise by F Scott Fitzgerald, or The Bonfire of the Vanities by Tom Wolfe. 

Other great plays by Tennessee Williams are Cat on a Hot Tin Roof and The Glass Menagerie. 

In terms of non-fiction, you could try Down and Out in Paris and London by George Orwell, plus the 
TimeOut Guide to London (https://www.timeout.com/london/things-to-do/101-things-to-do-in-
london), or anything by Bill Bryson (eg. Mother Tongue: The Story of the English Language, Notes 
from a Small Island). 

The British Library has a lot of interesting articles and resources (https://www.bl.uk/learning/online-
resources) and The Guardian has great online book reviews and other features 
(https://www.theguardian.com/books/books+tone/reviews). 

 

Something to listen to 

Haǀe YŽƵ Heaƌd GeŽƌge͛Ɛ PŽdcaƐƚ by George the Poet on BBC Sounds 
(https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p07915kd) 

There are free, accessible, online lectures on a wide range of relevant subjects at Gresham College; 
you could have a look at the art and literature strand 
(https://www.gresham.ac.uk/watch/?subject=art-and-literature) 
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Something to watch 

 

You can watch Season 1 of the TV series of The Handmaid͛Ɛ Tale free on Channel 4 at 
https://www.channel4.com/programmes/the-handmaids-tale. 

There are famous film versions of The Great Gatsby (2013) and A Streetcar Named Desire (1951). 

 

Somewhere to visit  

 

The British Library beside St Pancras Station is easy to get to and free; it has a fascinating exhibition 
called Treasures of the British Library (https://www.bl.uk/events/treasures-of-the-british-library), 
click here for a video about what you can see: https://www.bl.uk/british-library-treasures.  
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Tasks to consider 

 

Keep a journal. Compile a set of broad topics ʹ food, clothes, London, animals, weather, colour, 
transport, people ʹ and write 500 words per day (or every other day) on one topic. Practise panning 
out and zooming in, so a journal entry on food could be about breakfast one week, or on apples the 
neǆƚ͘ YoƵƌ ǁƌiƚing flƵencǇ ǁill imƉƌoǀe͕ and Ɛo ǁill ǇoƵƌ confidence͕ bƵƚ don͛ƚ make iƚ a choƌe͊ 


