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Something to read  
The Undercover Economist 

 

Who really makes money from fair trade coffee? Why 

is it impossible to buy a decent second hand car? 

How do the Mafia make money from laundries when 

street gangs pushing drugs don’t? Who really benefits 

from immigration? Looking at familiar situations in 

unfamiliar ways, The Undercover Economist is a fresh 

explanation of the fundamental principles of the 

modern economy, illuminated by examples from the 

booming skyscrapers of Shanghai to the sleepy 

canals of Bruges. The Undercover Economist has 

been translated into 30 languages and sold well over 

one million copies worldwide. A new edition with 

a brand new chapter on the financial crisis was 

published in the UK in 2011 and in an ebook edition in 

the US in 2012.  

 

 

Something to watch  
 

The Big Short 

 

Three separate but parallel stories of the U.S 

mortgage housing crisis of 2005 are told. 

Michael Burry, an eccentric ex-physician turned 

one-eyed Scion Capital hedge fund manager, 

has traded traditional office attire for shorts, 

bare feet and a Supercuts haircut. He believes 

that the US housing market is built on a bubble 

that will burst within the next few years.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Something to listen to  
 

Weekly Economics Podcast 

 

Award-winning podcast about the economic 

forces shaping our world, with Ayeisha 

Thomas-Smith and guests. Brought to you by 

the New Economics Foundation – the 

independent think tank and charity 

campaigning for a fairer, sustainable 

economy. 
      

  
 
 

Somewhere to visit  
 

Bank of England Museum 

 

Discover the story of the Bank 

of England through our 

fascinating historical objects 

and works of art. Collections 

contain 40,000 items and 

spans over 1,500 years of 

history. It includes 

archaeology, banknotes, 

coins, artworks, sculpture, 

decorative art and social 

history. 
 

Tasks to consider 

 
Warren Buffett: How to Invest For Beginners- YouTube Video 

In this video we get Warren Buffett to show 

you 7 investing principles that he has used 

to get high returns. If you're a beginner in 

the stock market I would highly 

recommend watching this video and 

learning from the world’s greatest investor, 

Mr Buffet. Consider researching demo 

stock purchasing apps, follow the 

numbers!  



A-Level Business 

Exam Board: Edexcel  

 

 
Something to read 

The Wolf of Wall Street 

By day he made thousands of dollars a minute. By night 

he spent it as fast as he could, on drugs, sex, and 

international globe-trotting. From the binge that sank a 

170-foot motor yacht, crashed a Gulfstream jet, and ran 

up a $700,000 hotel tab, to the wife and kids who waited 

for him at home, and the fast-talking, hard-partying 

young stockbrokers who called him king and did his 

bidding, here, in his own inimitable words, is the story of 

the ill-fated genius they called? In the 1990s Jordan 

Belfort, former kingpin of the notorious investment firm 

Stratton Oakmont, became one of the most infamous 

names in American finance: a brilliant, conniving stock-chopper who led his 

merry mob on a wild ride out of the canyons of Wall Street and into a massive 

office on Long Island.  

 

       Something to watch  
 

The Founder 

 
The story of Ray Kroc, a salesman who turned two 

brothers' innovative fast food eatery, McDonald's, 

into the biggest restaurant business in the world, 

with a combination of ambition, persistence, and 

ruthlessness.   

  

  



Something to listen to  
 

Brown Ambition  

Every Wednesday Brown Ambition 

helps you unapologetically build 

wealth by saving, investing and 

making smart career choices — on 

your own terms! Your hosts are 

personal finance expert and journalist 

Mandi Woodruff and Tiffany "The 

Budgetnista" Aliche, an award-

winning financial educator and 

author of the New York Time's 

bestseller  

 

Somewhere to visit  

 
City Hall London 

City Hall is the headquarters of the 

Greater London Authority (GLA) and serves as 

the official office for the Mayor of London and 

the London Assembly.  

The building is located on the River Thames in 

the London Borough of Southwark, as part of 

the extended pedestrianised South Bank. It 

forms part of a larger development 

called More London, including offices and shops. Next to City Hall is a 

sunken amphitheatre called The Scoop, which is used in the summer months 

for open-air performances; it is not, however, part of the GLA's jurisdiction. The 

Scoop and surrounding landscape were designed by Townshend Landscape 

Architects. The nearest London Underground and National Rail station is 

London Bridge  

Tasks to consider 
 

Financial Review of Businesses: Who were the biggest winners and losers of 

the COVID pandemic, review what they did and why they performed 

well/badly. To help you fully evaluate the success/failure of these businesses, 

consider reviewing their End of Year Financial Statements and make 

comparisons between 2-3 years.   



BTEC Level 3 Business 

 

Something to read  

 

Elon Musk: Tesla, SpaceX, and the Quest for a Fantastic 

Future 
 

The book traces Elon Musk's life from his childhood up 

to the time he spent at Zip2 and PayPal, and then 

onto SpaceX, Tesla, and Solar City. In the book, Vance 

managed to get regular interviews with Musk, those 

close to him, and those who were with him at the most 

important points of his life; Musk had no control over 

the biography's contents. 

       

Something to watch 

Steve Jobs 

Steve Jobs is a 2015 biographical drama film directed 

by Danny Boyle and written by Aaron Sorkin. A British-

American co-production, it was adapted from 

the 2011 biography by Walter Isaacson and interviews 

conducted by Sorkin, and covers 14 years (1984–1998) 

in the life of Apple Inc. co-founder Steve Jobs. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Something to listen to  
 

Harvard Business Review (HBR) Ideacast 

Everyone should be reading Harvard Business 

Review, but it’s hard to find the time. IdeaCast is 

the next best thing, with HBR editor Sarah Green 

interviewing industry titans like Google’s own Eric 

Schmidt. It’s one of the most educational and 

informative podcasts around.  

 

Somewhere to visit  
 

The Business Show - ExCel 

The Business Show is held at The ExCel, The 

free event focuses on helping small 

businesses grow and develop, and the 43rd 

edition of the show will reveal the secrets of 

business adaptation, innovation and survival as we recover from the COVID-

19 pandemic. With over 500 exhibitors, 200 seminars from business experts and 

unmissable masterclasses, the show is set to be the biggest edition yet! 

 

Tasks to consider:   

A Business Plan:  

As part of one of the units on this course, you would be expected to create a 

Business Plan of an idea you may have to start up a business venture, to 

prepare you for this and to get that ‘first mover’ advantage, consider the 

type of business you want to set up, create a business plan, and measure the 

potential success of this business idea by carrying out research.  

https://hbr.org/2018/01/podcast-ideacast

