
Welcome to HG 

Sixth Form Art

Preparing for Art in year 12:

Now that you have made the (excellent) choice to study Art, we need to help you get ready over the summer so 

you arrive prepared for year 12. This handbook will explain your course, show you where to go to find out about 

artists, and has a selection of tasks we highly recommend you complete. The equipment list is optional, but highly 

recommended. The more experienced you get with making art, the more you will want to have choice about your 

brushes and paint quality.  Art is like a musical instrument or a language - practice makes perfect. When you come 

back in September, we would love to see the work you have done over the summer as a starting point to your 

course. 



Fine Art 

What do you do? How?

Personal 

Investigation 

(coursework) 

60%

-Write a personal study (essay) based on your chosen theme 

-Create a body of work related to a chosen theme/s 

-Create a final piece/s 

-A 1000-3000 word essay -Research on a range of 

artists and/or designers 

-Exploration of a variety of media, techniques and 

processes 

-Development of ideas in response to chosen 

artist/s/theme 

-Recording of ideas and observations 

Externally Set 

Assignment 

(Exam) 40%

-Create preparatory studies based on the theme - Create a 

personal outcome/s in 15 hours of sustained focus 

-By creating a body of work based on the theme 

given. This will include research, ideas, exploration of 

media, development of ideas and a final piece/s. 

Level 3

Internal 

assessment

60%

Year 1: The Creative Process, Graphic materials techniques & 

process, Fine art materials techniques & processes, graphic 

illustration, printmaking and location photography

Year 2: Materials techniques and processes, Painting, 

Developing an artist portfolio- Final major project

For each unit you will have a different sketchbook 

evidencing: generation of ideas, critical context, 

experimentation and refinement, production of a final 

piece

External 

assessment

40%

Year 1: Critical and contextual studies (Jan) and visual recording 

& communication (June)

Year 2: Managing a client brief and Developing & realising 

creative intentions (both June)

1000 word essay (Jan) 4X A1 presentation boards 

(June)

A digital portfolio (25 slides) and a physical portfolio 

(15 pages)



The creative process:
Generating ideas

Secondary Research: 

Galleries/Online/books

Primary research: 

Drawing

Experimenting

Feedback and Review

Summer preparation project!!

In both courses at Key Stage 5 we alway refer to the creative process. We want you to complete 1 task a week, 

and present as a digital portfolio. Getting starting is the hardest bit so why not follow our suggestion...step one: Go 

and get a nice sketchbook, try doing a line drawing every day or making a visual diary. 



Week 1: Generating ideas 

Explore life through the lens-gathering 

imagery

Beginner:

Challenge yourself 

to take 20 photos 

of the same image.

You will have to 

experiment and 

explore angles

Intermediate:

Document a place 

with timelapse. 

Take a photo at 

the same time in 

the morning and 

evening every day 

for a week

Pro:

Take a small 

journey and 

document using 

photography. Try 

making a short 

film with a free 

software “filmora”
Filmora: https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCY_LMaDAoa6hwHKBE4Dx56w



Beginner:

Used web based 

research - such as 

www.whitecube.com

Week 2: Secondary research

Finding out about what you need to know

Intermediate:

Visit a gallery such 

as the Saatchi or a 

photographers 

gallery. Even better: 

explore the amazing 

archives at the British 

Film Foundation

Pro:

Download the Srt 

Rabbit App and visit 

the Art monthly 

calendar- schedule 

2 contemporary 

exhibitions into your 

calendar

https://www.bfi.org.uk/

Choose 1 or 2 artworks you like and 

take a few notes about the art work; 

who the artist is, title, 

materials/format, date, description 

and why you were drawn to it

http://www.whitecube.com


Week 3: Primary research

Drawing what you see

Beginner:

Draw your room 

using a continuous 

line. Start with the 

closest objects first 

and work you way 

backwards

Pro:

Take up life 

drawing. Either 

as a class or by 

making a still life 

made up of 

different objects 

at home to draw. 

Intermediate:

Make a concertina 

sketchbook-visit 5 

places you love in 

London and draw 

each scene- the 

challenge is to 

blend each drawing 

into each other



Week 4: Experimenting
Use you photos from week 1 to experiment with 

digital editing

Beginner:

Use Photopea to 

edit your images, 

within this website 

you can use the 

tools to completely 

distort your original 

image

Pro:

Download 

Procreate- can you 

make a digital 

landscape using the 

tools available? Try 

using a sketch from 

London’s as a 

starting point. 

. 

Intermediate:

Try Brushes 

Redux. Use one of 

your original photos 

to draw from and 

experiment with the 

different effects 

available.  

Procreate (app for ipad): 

https://procreate.art/

Brushes Redux (app for iphone) 

(free): 

https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/

brushes-redux/id932089074

https://www.photopea.com/

https://procreate.art/
https://apps.apple.com/gb/app/brushes-redux/id932089074


If you want to understand art, Greyson 

Perry’s four part Reith Lectures are 

unmissable. 

You can go on BBC sounds or follow the link

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/b03969vt

Things to listen to: Whilst you are out and about try some of these podcasts and 

websites to inspire you. Understanding WHY art is made is crucial 

The Barbican always have unusual things to 

see/hear

https://www.barbican.org.uk/whats-on

https://www.royalaca

demy.org.uk/article/9

-art-podcasts-to-

help-you-pass-the-

time-in-lockdown



https://tinyurl.com/m8c6surk

Reading lists: Journals and magazines are the most up to date commentary 

on what is happening now, try getting a copy or set up a subscription

• Thinking About Art: A Thematic 

Guide to Art History by Peter 

Huntsman (2015) 

• What Are You Looking At? 150 

Years of Modern Art in the Blink of 

an Eye by Will Gompertz (2016) 

• Think Like an Artist by Will 

Gompertz (2015) 

• Looking at Pictures by Susan 

Woodford (2018) 

• The Art Book by Tom Melick 

(2014) 

• The Art of Creative Thinking by 

Rod Judkins (2015) 

• 100 Artists’ Manifestos from the 

Futurists to the Stuckists by Alex 

Danchev (2011) 

• Ways of Seeing, John Berger 

(1972)

• The Shock of the New, Robert 

Hughes (1981) 

• The Story of Art, E.H.Gombrich 

(1950)



https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p05ws2kj

Some things to watch…

Sky arts is huge on promoting shows such as “portrait artists of 

the year” and “landscape artists of the year.” Watching others 

paint helps break down some essential stages in the reactive 

process. 



Equipment list
The better you know your equipment, the easier it is to 

control your outcomes. Having a few pieces of you own 

equipment gives your that control over what you are using. 

•Apron or old shirt to cover clothing;

•Scissors;

•Glue stick;

•Masking tape;

•A range of drawing pencils (you can buy good packs from 

Cass Art);

•A range of paint brushes, synthetic or sable are best

•Good quality pencil crayons (Derwent coloursoft);

•Water-soluble black fine liner pens (range of nib sizes);

•Double-sided tape;

•Watercolours- the better the pigment the better the 

painting. We advise the 12 colour winsor and newton 

palette

•If you want to purchase a sketchbook, ensure it’s A4/A3 in 

size, and the paper quality is at least 140gsm.


